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WHERE WE STAND? 


LECTURE BY PROFESOR JULIUS STONE TO THE UNION OF 
SYDNEY ZIONISTS 





There was a crowded audience at the 
Maccabean Hall, on Tuesday evening, 7th 
July, when Professor Julius Stone, Pro- 
fesson of International Law at the Uni- 
versity of Sydney delivered a lecture on 
“Where We stand,” under the auspices 
of the Union of Sydney, Zionists, The 
President, Mr. Phillip Moses was in the 
chair and expressed gratitude to Profes- 
sor Stone for attending and; giving the 
members of this Society the benefit of 
his knowledge on matters dealing with 
present day problems .of Palestine. He 
then called on Mr. Cecil Luber to formal- 
4y introduce Professor Stone. 


Professor Stone then said in part:— 


To night it is what the hammer blow 
of events does to us as Jews which I 
want to discuss, It has done one smali 
thing for me to-night, it has given me 
my subject. For, at this moment, who 
can have any question in mind but this 
at this hour, when the Hitlerite hordes, 
after having envenomed the world with 
their mad phobia, after destroying the 
great reservoir of Jewish life in Poland. 
after having murdered in cold blood a 
million Jewish men, women and children 
In Poland since war broke out, after 
bavinz intrizgued and corrunted in the 
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baving intrigued and corrupted in the 
Arab world to the grave jeop@"!y ot 
Britain and of the Jewish national hon.». 
At this hour when these hordes, I say, 
‚are battering their way to Suez an. the 
Red Sea reaching, out their cla'vs to tlıe 
sacred city of Jerusalem; to the new 
budding life of the Yishuv; to its ;»eitle- 
ments, radiant with the joy of creation 
through the blood and sweat and toil of 
the pioneers; to its Tel Aviv risen & 
city from the waste; to its Uni- 
versity, on Mount Scopus, pejewelled 
with the precious minds cast forth: from 
the piggeries of the Greater Reich; to 
the vivid, zestful, healthy, open-minded 
‚children af Herzis vision, when the Nazi 
claws poise to rend all this. Where do 
we stand? You and TI, those of us who 
have not, as Jews, yet experienced the 
‚direct assault of the Nazis. You and ], 
citizens of Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
WHERE DO WE STAND on this issue 
of Palestine? . 

That is my subject presented to me 
by Rommel. Moments of crisis are mo- 
ments for heart-searching and honest 
analysis, 

We have been doing much of thie 
along with our non-Jewish fellow citizens 
We share all their responsibilities, their 
cause is ours, for all the United Nations 
share a common cause In addition, how- 
ever, as Jews we must bear extra bur- 


——— 
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dens. 

What strange shapes appear under the 
blow of events. Every appeal made for 
Palestine since war broke out, even the 
Palestine War Effort Appeal made last 
year had to break down the resistance 
of men and women who said: “There is 
a war on—this is mot the time.” 


Even when, after the tragedies in 
Greece and Crete and 'the fighting in 
Syria, Hitler’s armies stood prepared on 
the Turkish frontier and in Libya, even 
when it was common talk that a gigantic 
pincer movement was designed to close 
on the Mosul oil fields and the Haifa 
pipe-line; even then emissaries from 
Palestine were told “Now is not thie time 

. „ we cannot /be interested in Pales- 
tine lest our iellow citizens think us 
less interested in Australia.” 


Were we then here in Australia and 
New Zealand fighting little wars all of 
our own? Are there as 'many wars aß 
there are United Nations? Is this not all 


one war? lf Hitler reaches Mosul does 
it not matter less to him whether he 
reaches Baku or not. If British resis- 
tanee in Egypt should cease are not 
Australia and New Zealand and Africa 
and the United States put in peril as 
well as Palestine, Syria, Iran and Iraq? 
if Russian resistance in the Caucasus 
be broken who would vouch against a 
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German march through Turkey and Syria 
to Palestine and Suez If the Japanese 
had not for the moment been arrested in 
their movement against Australia would 
not the consequences have been grave 
for all the United Nations 

What then were these obstacles, these 
resistances, which were met and still 
are met by those in charge of the build- 
ing of the Jewish National Home. It has 
been their policy from the moment that 
war broke out to fight unreservedly with 
all their resources of materials and man- 
power in the common cause. Out of a 
total population of less than half a million 
they furnished a register of more than 
100,000 Jewish men and women pledg«el 
to every kind of war service. Ap tin st Ihe 
resistance of an unfriendly local admini- 
stration they virtuully forced their way 
into the Royal Air Force and into the 
Army, onto the battlefields of Lyba and 
Greece and Crete ‚har they acquitte’ 
themselves with great honour. Amid the 
sullen silence of the Arafb world, Pales 
tine alone burned with the fire st anii- 
Axis hate and defiance and in Palestine 
it was the Jews alone who breathed that 
defiance. 

That did not surprise anyone who was 
informed of the history of the preceedin; 
years—of the Axis wooing of a not too 
unwilling Arab oligarchy—ot the stub- 
boın and forthright refusal of the Jews 
to have any truck with Mussolini—of 
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to have any truck with Mussolini—of 
the policy of the Chamberlains and Mac 
Donalds in seeking to appease Arabs by 
injustice to the Jews, just as they had 
sought to appease Hitler by injustice ıo 
the Czecks and Mussolini by injustice to 
the Abyseinians, It did, not surprise any- 
one who had followed year after year 
the vigorous and indignant denunciation 
by Winston Churchill of those growing 
injusticeg done to the Jewish people, 
Before he came to office as late as May 
1939, Mr. Churchill in the House of Com- 
mons denounced the White Paper Policy 
of May 1939 a® “a breach and a repudia- 
tion of the Balfour Declaration’. 

Yet when the request was made by the 
Jewish Agency that the Jews of Palestine 
and of neutral countries should be 
allowed to meet the enemy under their 
own flag—as a body of men—as a people 
who knew how to fight Hitler as well as 
sußfer under him—even then some Jews 
in British countries drew back “No, not 
that—our fellow citizeng might thing we 
are not quite equal with them—not quite 
the same—it might be thought that we 
were not dinkum Australlans, or New- 
Zealanders.” Professor Stone went on to 
say they did not know that British Com- 
manders in the Middle East were asking 
Jewish soldiers under their command 
why it was they were not fighting under 
the Mogen David, and fumed when told 
that their gallantry had not even that re- 


enenitinn Ta it then that enrh ITawa knnu 
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cognition, Is it then that such Jews know 
what his fellow ceitizens expect better 
than a British commander does? 


And which Jew or non-Jew at this 
moment would not feel glad if the Jew- 
ish Agency had had its wayı and there 
had been a well equipped Jewish army of 
100,000 or even 250,000 men in Palestine 
today? Would they not feel that they 
had done a service to the common cause 
in building such an army? That Palestine 


and Mosul and Suez were more safely in 
allied keeping than they are now? Who 
among us would not be happier about 
the safety of the Middle Bast if instead 
of half a million loyal Jewg in Palestine 
near the million sullenly fence-sitting 
Arabs, there had been a million Jews? 
Ig the hundreds of thousands of young 
Polish Jews (I don’t speak of the women 
and the aged) who have perished in Hit. 
ler’s gas chamlbers and before his machine 
guns, were, instead, standing erect and 
free and ready to defend their new refuge 
and their ancient home in Palestine? Has 
appeasement by the sacrifice of Jewish 
rights and the denial of rights of hum- 
anity, brought any Arab country to the 
British side in this struggle. Has it even 
prevented them learning when they dared 
— where British arms were not im- 
mediately to hand—to the Axis? 
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Which of them will say today tLat 
these things would not have been NOW 
a signal oontribution to the victory of 
the allied cause? None of them will dare 
to deny it. And if they admit it, as they 
must do, then I say to tbem: “Very well, 
if you will the end, you ought to have 
willed the means. You should have under- 
stood your duty as an Australian Jew 
more fully, when you were asked to aupply 
the means. You were prejudicing your 
country’s cause as well as Palestine’s 
cause when you pleaded the war as a 
reason !for easing up on the work of 
building the Jewish National Home, 

But Iam not here to chide youor myse f 
for the past. What I have said for the 
past goes for the future too, It may 
yet be what the military position in the 
Middle East will be critical rather than 
disastrous for a long time to come At 
the best as Churchill has implied, that 
je what we must hope for. If so, there 
may yet be another opportunity to will 
at least some of the means to the end 
that is now so clear. The hammer blow 
uf events has made clear the end; if 
it provides also the opportunity to will 
tıe means then let us will it thanking 
Godi for the eleventh hour reprieve. 

(To be concluded next week.) 
® * * * 
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